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1. Establishing the context 

•  Ward (2006: 495) states that ‘speaking to a wider public  
  from inside a university is not easy in Britain’ 

•  much written with respect to government policy …  
  evidencing the impact of geography in the ‘real world’ 

•  but there are other ‘publics’ … the most proximate of  
  which are students 

•  recent discussion of divides in education, notably  
  between universities and schools: 

    - ‘decoupled’ (Rawling 1996)  
  - ‘dislocation’ (Kent 2000)  
  - ‘divorce’ (Stannard 2003)  



•   … and the need to (re-?)connect school and university  
  geographies: 
   

 - call for dialogue (Bonnett 2003; Stannard 2003) 
 - avenues for bridging the divide (Yarwood & Davison 
   2007; Castree et al. 2007; Pykett & Smith 2009; Hill    

& Jones 2010)  



2. Key forces creating the ‘divide’ 

University sector: 
•  RAE altered the balance between teaching and research  

•  QAA assessments led to inward-looking examinations of  
  pedagogy 

-  Few research-active university  
  academics submit articles to  
  school-level journals 

School sector:  
•  early National Curricula resulted in KS3 geography that was  
  centrally-controlled, content-heavy, performance-driven …  
  now dominance of single text per A-level specification 



3. Communicating geography within education  
Current Activities undertaken Future Activities that could be undertaken 
School teachers 
Attend GA branch lectures 
Attend A-level student conferences  
Attend school teacher conferences  
Attend widening participation activity days at 
university 
Use departmental newsletters in lessons 

University lecturers 
Sit on the local GA committee 
Deliver GA branch/conference lectures 
Provide A-level student conferences (at 
university or in schools) 
Provide widening participation activity days 
at university  
Emphasize the real world relevance of the 
subject 
Contribute to journals read by school 
students and teachers (e.g. Geography 
Review, Geography, Teaching Geography) 

School teachers 
Organise university taster days (for years 9/10 and AS/
A2 levels) 
Establish joint fieldwork opportunities 
Establish school curriculum link with a university  
Assign university student ambassadors (who visit 
schools or aid school fieldtrips) 
Assign university staff ambassadors (who visit schools 
to teach a particular aspect of geography) 
Use teaching resources provided by university 
academics (hard copy or via the web) 
Establish a buddy/mentor system between school and 
university students 

University lecturers 
Increase regular contact with local schools (by pro-
active roadshows or in situ activities) 
Establish a curriculum link driven by the university  
Review provision of school resources on the 
departmental web site and utilise topical web sites for 
marketing (including social networking sites) 
Offer CPD activities for teachers 
Offer outreach activities to students pre A-level 
Lead field projects in areas local to schools (Hill & Jones 2010) 



4. Facilitating communication …  

‘‘Doing the do’ inside the academy to the best of your ability is crucial, but there 
can be more, there has to be more’ (Fuller in Fuller & Askins 2007:599) 



4. What might this dialogue achieve? 

•  reciprocal learning between academics and teachers  

•  reduced ‘fossilisation’ of subject in schools … increase in  
  numbers taking subject post-14 years (Castree et al. 2007) 

•  legitimising of KE between universities and schools and  
  an intellectual freedom outside RAE/REF constraints 

•  a successful future for the discipline? 

•  … only if it is recognised and rewarded that in  
  reciprocally communicating with school students and  
  teachers we are bettertogether  


